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Why Tree Ordmance is needed?
¥ Tree provides social, environmental, EE# e 4,

economic and physiological benefits SEses
to the community.

¥ But, poor managed tree in urban
area can also be a nuisance or even
hazard

¥ Tree Ordinance can promote and
regulate the planting, long term
care, maintenance and protection
of trees.

¥ Always being requested during
special tree case happened!
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What IS Treé Ordmances

7 Key vision: to build a healthy and
sustainable urban forest

7 It defines how to manage and care
for pubic and/or privately owned
trees and demonstrates
commitment to the urban forest.

7 It also defines authority, describes
the required conditions or actions,
establishes penalties and
enforcement requirements.

7 Always works with a set of
guidelines.




¥ Ordinances({&41]): Laws enacted by Legislative Council
(LegCo), primary legislation.

¥ Subsidiary legislation([{]/=

/2£): Laws made under

delegated by LegCo, e.g., rules (¥71R1]), bylaw ([{11]),
orders(a5<>) etc., secondary legislation

7 Every Ordinance starts with a “Bill”, which needs to be
passed by LegCo and signed by the Chief Executive, and

then being gazette.

¥ Public Bills(2y3)£2£)/ Private Bills(fA A £ZE) for
entirely new law (New Principle Ordinance) or for

amendment (Amending Ordinance)

7 Government Bills: approved by Executive Council first



Development of “Tree Ordinance” in H
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¥ 2004, the Honorable Choy So-yuk’s proposal to amend the
Forests and Countryside Ordinance (Cap. 96) to set up a
register of old and valuable trees for protection.

e (a) alarge tree; or

e (b) a rare species; or

e (c) of historical, cultural and memorial significance; or
e (d) of special ecological and scientific research value

¥ Conclusion: “... not our top priority at present as the
Government has already put in place a comprehensive range
of administrative and legislative measures for tree
preservation.”

¥ But, the establishment of ETWB TC(Works)29/2004, Reg of
OVT and Guidelines for their Preservation.
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Tree ordlna'nce car 10 OOOsupportmg
signatures (2005)
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7 After the Stanley fatal tree
accident in Aug 2008:

7 June 2009, “Report of the Task
Force on Tree Management ”
was released and tree related
legislation in HK was reviewed.

7 Conclusion: “... there is no need ;

to introduce any legislative SN
change at this stage and efforts
should instead be channeled to .
the administrative means ....” &

Stanley fatal tee acmdent (Apple Daily)

Report of the Task Force on Tree Management (2009)
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7 In the past, the key discusses of tree ordinance was
mainly about tree protection/ conservation.

¥ However, some proposals or drafts of ordinance were
focused on the whole tree management system.

e Prof Jim (2002) and Tanya Chan (2011)

7 After the fatal accident in August 2014, voice urges
for more on proper tree management in private area.

¥ Recent announcement by Ombudsman:
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Tree ordinance is notpanacea shou'ldqwor with
the whole tree management strategy

Sustainable urban forest

o

5. Tree protection

o

4. Tree assessment and risk management

o

3. Tree maintenance

o

2. Tree planting

T

1. Planning and tree selection




Examples from other' countrles/ C|t|es

¥ Street Tree Ordinance 2004 (City of Visalia):

e The purpose is to promote and regulate the planting,
long term care, maintenance, and protection of street
trees within the city.

e ... no person shall top any street tree or other tree
located on public property.

¥ Tree Preservation bylaw 2006 (City of Brampton):
e Under Municipal Act,2001

e This by-law applies to all private property within the City
of Brampton...

e No person shall cause or permit the injuring or
destruction of a tree growing on private property ...
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e for the planting, maintenance and conservation of trees

and plants within national parks, nature reserves, tree
conservation areas, heritage road green buffers and other
specified areas ...

e Tree Conservation Area: No cutting or damaging of tree
having girth of more than one meter growing on

= (a) any tree conservation area; or
= (b) any vacant land (whether within or outside a tree
conservation area).

e The Commissioner may, by a maintenance notice,
require the occupier of the premises ... to carry out such
works ... as he thinks fit to be carried out for the proper
maintenance of the planting area ...
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Way forwa rd
7 Simply adopting a Tree Ordinance from other
Country/ Countries?

7 This is totally wrong!! ,there is no substitute
for community interaction and a patient,
thorough approach to tree ordinance
development.?!

7 Every community with there only demand and
expectation on the OWN tree ordinance.

¥ An unique Tree ordinance has to be developed
for different places.

Burgess, J. (2005). Tree Ordinance Development Guidebook, USDA Forest Service




Tree damage in private land
Just outside declared
monument
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To devetlo‘pTreeO’rdlnance for HK

1. Forming a Tree Ordinance Working Group (WG)
with sufficient board representative

- To identify the needs of the community, education and
gain support, draft of the ordinance

2. Needs assessment and Issue Identification

. Public forums and survey
. Compile and prioritize the results for the WG to address

. Has to be focus, build consensus on reasonable
outcomes

3. Vision, objectives and actions needed
4. Develop draft, public review and final draft
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Summary

Discussion on tree
ordinance in HK for over
10 years

Consolidate the review,
consultation and draft
works.

There has NO SHORT
CUT.

Involving the entire
community.

Tree Ordinance cannot
replace doing good
arboricultural works!
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